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TIPS FOR PREPARING YOUR CLIENT FOR THE PSI INTERVIEW: 
   
This sample workbook or a version similar to it is used by many State Probation Departments for 
preparation of the PSI.  Depending on the jurisdiction, for people on bond at the time of referral, 
a workbook is either given or mailed to the client.  If in custody, it is used at the interview by the 
PSI writer.   
 
If your client is on bond, it is a good idea for defense counsel to provide assistance in filling out 
the workbook before the interview and preparing your client for the PSI interview.  The client 
should be advised to take the completed workbook to the interview along with the verifications 
listed on the first page of the workbook.  If you intend to use this workbook version, you will 
need to prepare your client to say if asked, that it was obtained in preparation for the PSI 
interview from their attorney.   
 
Following the PSI interview, the PSI preparer will then transfer information obtained during the 
interview, investigation and from the workbook to an OMNI database that is used to generate the 
PSI.  Whenever possible the workbook should be completed in advance of the PSI interview.   
 
For clients not in custody, it is very important for them to report on time with their verification 
documents. They should also be prepared to submit to a drug/alcohol test and wear appropriate 
attire for an interview.   
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